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§ 870.802 Designation of beneficiary. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(i) of this section, if an insured indi-
vidual wants benefits paid differently 
from the order of precedence, he/she 
must file a designation of beneficiary. 
A designation of beneficiary cannot be 
filed by anyone other than the insured 
individual. Exception: if the insurance 
has been assigned under subpart I of 
this part, the insured individual cannot 
designate a beneficiary; only the as-
signee(s) can designate beneficiaries. 

(b) A designation of beneficiary must 
be in writing, signed by the insured in-
dividual, and witnessed and signed by 2 
people. The appropriate office must re-
ceive the designation before the death 
of the insured. 

(1) For employees, the appropriate of-
fice is the employing office. 

(2) For annuitants and 
compensationers, the appropriate of-
fice is OPM. 

(3) For employees and former em-
ployees who have ported Option B cov-
erage, the appropriate office is the 
Portability Office. 

(c) A designation, change, or can-
cellation of beneficiary in a will or any 
other document not witnessed and filed 
as required by this section has no legal 
effect with respect to benefits under 
this chapter. 

(d) A witness to a designation of ben-
eficiary cannot be named as a bene-
ficiary. 

(e) Any individual, firm, corporation, 
or legal entity can be named as a bene-
ficiary, except an agency of the Fed-
eral or District of Columbia Govern-
ment. 

(f) An insured individual (or an as-
signee) may change his/her beneficiary 
at any time without the knowledge or 
consent of the previous beneficiary. 
This right cannot be waived or re-
stricted. 

(g)(1) A designation of beneficiary is 
automatically cancelled 31 days after 
the individual stops being insured. Ex-
ception: If the individual elects port-
ability for Option B, a valid designa-
tion remains in effect. 

(2) An assignment under subpart I of 
this part automatically cancels an in-
sured individual’s designation of bene-
ficiary. 

(h) An insured individual may pro-
vide that a designated beneficiary is 
entitled to the insurance benefits only 
if the beneficiary survives him/her for a 
specified period of time (not more than 
30 days). If the beneficiary doesn’t sur-
vive for the specified period, insurance 
benefits will be paid as if the bene-
ficiary had died before the insured. 

(i)(1) Except as provided in paragraph 
(i)(2) of this section, if a court order 
has been received in accordance with 
§ 870.801(d), an insured individual can-
not designate a different beneficiary, 
unless 

(i) The person(s) named in the court 
order gives written consent for the 
change, or 

(ii) The court order is modified. 
(2) If a court order has been received 

in accordance with § 870.801(d), and the 
court order applies to only part of the 
insurance benefits, an insured indi-
vidual can designate a different bene-
ficiary to receive the insurance bene-
fits that are not included under the 
court order. If the insured individual 
does not make a designation for these 
benefits and there is no previous valid 
designation on file, benefits will be 
paid according to the order of prece-
dence shown in § 870.801(a). 

(3) If a court order received in accord-
ance with § 870.801(d) is subsequently 
modified without naming a new person 
to receive the benefits, and a certified 
copy of the modified court order is re-
ceived by the appropriate office before 
the death of the insured, the insured 
individual can designate a beneficiary. 
Benefits will be paid according to the 
order of precedence shown in § 870.801(d) 
if the insured individual does not com-
plete a new designation of beneficiary. 

[62 FR 48731, Sept. 17, 1997; 62 FR 52181, Oct. 
6, 1997, as amended at 64 FR 16602, Apr. 6, 
1999; 64 FR 72464, Dec. 28, 1999]

§ 870.803 Child incapable of self–sup-
port. 

(a) When it receives a claim for Op-
tion C benefits because of the death of 
a child age 22 or older, OFEGLI deter-
mines, based on whatever evidence it 
considers necessary, whether the de-
ceased child was incapable of self–sup-
port because of a mental or physical 
disability which existed before the 
child reached age 22. 
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